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very important.   I do not know that I did well, but I did
honestly."187
In the second place, Sir Edward approved and confirmed
the official military and naval conversations between the
British and French Staffs. He assumed, as he told M. Cam-
ton, "that all preparations are ready." As will be indicated
further on, Haldane at once set very actively to work to
reorganize the British Army and prepare for its coopera-
tion with the French. These preparations continued right
down to the outbreak of war in 1914, and inevitably came
to involve England in increasingly binding obligations of
honor to support France in case of a European war arising
out of any question whatsoever—not merely one arising out
of the Morocco question—provided that France did not
appear to be the active aggressor. Probably Sir Edward
Grey did not at the time see the full implications and
danger of these "conversations." But his Prime Minister
saw them. For we know that Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman wrote to Lord Ripon on February 2, a couple of
days after Grey's talk with Cambon: "Cambon appears
satisfied. But I do not like the stress laid upon joint prep-
arations. It comes very close to an honorable undertaking,
and it will be known on both sides of the Rhine. But let
us hope for the best."188 He showed a true prophetic in-
stinct, but it was submerged and lost to sight under the se-
cret activities of the military authorities and the Foreign
Secretary's strange silence or ignorance in regard to them
for the next five years. It was not until 1912 that circum-
stances caused the military and naval "conversations" to be
revealed to the whole Cabinet, and not until Grey's speed
 187	Grey, I, 79.
 188	gpender, Life of Sir Henry Campbell-Bannermwi, II, 257.    Li
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